PATRICK ROBERTS, The psychology of tragic drama, London and Boston, Routledge & Kegan Paul, 1975, 8vo, pp. [ix], 234 It is obvious that those of literary bent should be attracted to and are willing to accept psychoanalysis, whereas the scientist would be more hesitant and would wish to have more adequate proof of its tenets. On the whole, however, it seems that psychiatry at the moment is moving away from the theoretical analytical era to a more concrete post-Freudian one of neurochemistry and neuropharmacology. It would seem reasonable to await scientific verification of the various schools of psychoanalysis, if one is ever forthcoming. Only when this is available will it be permissible to apply analysis to literature, which, after all, is remarkably susceptible to all kinds of speculative approaches, which can be grouped under the appropriate term "romancing". Mr. Roberts presents some remarkable interpretations, some of which are breath-taking in their flights of psychoanalytical fancy. Even if they are proved to be correct, and this seems highly unlikely, do they help us to appreciate the dramatists better? 446
